THE LINK: Denis Cyr 


by Karen Herland 

Two CUSA vice-presidents have 
resigned in the aftermath of one 
CUSA’s nastiest elections ever. 

Both Geneviéve Morin (ex-extern- 
al VP) and Paul Gott (ex-inform- 
ation and research VP) tendered 
their resignations yesterday. 

Although both had different reas- 
ons for doing so, they both cited 
events of last week’s elections in 


their resignation letters (see letters, : 


page 5). 

“| thought CUSA was above that 
kind of politics,” Gott said. He went 
on to explain that he meant “dirty, 
hardball” politics. 

“It shows that dirty politics wins,” 
he said. 

CUSA co-president Francois 
Longpré said he understood Gott’s 
decision to resign. “He is in a situ- 
ation where he may not feel very 
comfortable within the executive.” 
Longpré was referring to the fact 
that Gott also ran for co-president 
and lost to the Keays/Baird slate. 

Gott said that this interpretation 
is inevitable. “To a certam extent I 
quit all of my positions because I lost, 
but I planned to leave the executive 


either way,” he said. “If I had been ~ 


elected! would have hada chance to 
change CUSA.” 

Both ex-execs were also concern- 
ed about the role the co-presidents 
played in endorsing the Baird/Keays 
slate throughout the campaign. Part- 
icularly when they unconstitutional- 
ly acted for the board in changing 
existing legislation and in what Gott 
called “The censorship of The Lk.” 

However, both Longpré and Ter- 
ry Fenwick maintain that they, as 
students, have a right to endorse 
any slate. Fenwick said, “im fact, 
who’s better qualified to know what 
is required for the job?” 

Longpré agreed that the elections 
were a very tense period. “Last year 


there was a (CUSA) inside slate vs. 


an outsider. This year they were all 
insiders.” 

He said that if the rules for the 
election had been more clearly de- 
fined at the outset, the situation 
would have been better.” The elec- 
tion split the executive.” 

Gott said he was particularly con- 
cerned by the way Judicial Board 
was used in the recall of The Link. 
“They made a fool of judicial board 
and that isn’t something to make a 
fool of.” 

Fenwick said that he is not sure 
how he would have reacted to The 
Link editorial he had supported 
Gott/Nellis. “I can’t tell you how I 
would have reacted in all honesty. It 
depends on if other people got to me 
first, let’s just say it accentuated my 
feelings.” 

Fenwick added that he took issue 
with references in Morin’s letter to 
other actions considered against 
The Link. “Everyone’s overreaction 
was accepted but ours,” he said. 
“We're being knocked for simply 


considering action.” 
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CUSA execs resign over 
recent election brouhaha 


Morin also objects to “executive 
solidarity.” This is a term used to 
describe what Longpré terms the 
“management of CUSA. Executives 
hash out a party line before board 
meetings and then agree not to 
disagree before the board. 

Morin terms this anti-democratic, 
arguing that the board only gets to 
hear one side of the issue. 

Longpré and Fenwick disagree. 

Fenwick arques that the rule is 
not cast im stone and has been 
dropped at times. Longpré adds that 
it is the executive in charge of a 


portfolio that has the expertise. So 
whenever there is a difference of 
opinion, either in the executive or on 
the board, it is merely a question of 
personal experience. 

Gott said that if that was the case, 
there would be no reason for exec- 
utive solidarity. 

“I know more about education, 
external as well as my portfolio than 
any member of the board,” said 

Gott. He added that he had almost 
refused an executive position when 
he learned of the solidarity rule. 

Morin took issue with a discus- 


sion Longpré had with her following 
last Friday’s board meeting. Morin 
questioned him on a policy they had 
not discussed in an executive meet- 
ing, he later accused her of publicly 
breaking solidarity. 

“His attitude was paternalistic, 
granted he hadn’t slept and was 
tense, but it was poorly handled,” 
she said. 

Longpré blames his actions on 
tension and lack of sleep. 

“He went off half-cocked,” said 
Fenwick of Longpré’s reaction. He 
added that it is Morin’s perogative to 


Paul Gott 


resign over the issue if she feels 
strongly enough about it. 

Morin is looking forward to her 
term next year on the board of 
directors. “I ran because! wanted to 
speak my mind,” she said. 


All parties involved are sorry that 
the year had to end this way. “These 
people are — well were — my 
friends,” said Morin. “What they are 
doing is exactly what they argued 
against when we were on the board 
and as VPs,” added Gott. 


Co-Presidents may be impeached 


Impeachment proceedings began 

yesterday against Concordia Uni- 
versity Students’ Association co- 
president Terry Fenwick and Fran- 
cois Longpré because of an alleged 
contravention of the CUSA constit- 
ution. 
_ The decision on the part of the 
co-presidents to allow an unlimited 
amount of campaign posters on Con- 
cordia walls during last week’s stu- 
dents’ association elections went 
against previously passed election 
regulations which specify that only 
20 posters per candidate can ap- 
pear. 

The co-presidents’ decision came 
even after a judicial board resolution 
to stick to the original rules. Fen- 
wick, however, said that at the time, 
that he and Longpré “ left to be 
acting in the best interests of the 
board (of directors).” 

In a memo dated March 2, they 
cited a section of the constitution 
that allowed them to act on the 
board’s behalf when time does not 
permit a meeting of the board. 
Whereas section 6.1.2. of the constit- 
ution does give the co-presidents 
this mandate, it is limited by existing 
policies and legislastion. 

But former CUSA VP external 
Genevieve Morin, who launched the 
proceedings, said, “If they had good 
intentions, they would have quoted 
the whole article (of the constit- 
ution). 

Fenwick explained that a lack of 
sleep had caused the oversight. But 
at the meeting, they did mention 
another action that they had taken 
on the board’s behalf concerning a 
proposal for government grants for 
summer work projects). ; 

“It’s strange which things you re- 
member,” Fenwick said. 

Fenwick is concerned that the 
complaint may degenerate into a 
public trial, and be confused with 
other issues like the recall of the 
March 6 Link editorial, and the fact 
Fenwick and Longpré endorsed the 
Baird/Keays slate during the elec- 
tions. 

“This has turned into a hellish 
political issue,” Fenwick said. 

Although he said he and Longpré 


were aware that they “were on ques- 
tionable ground” when they over: 
turned the board’s decision, they felt 
that any constitutional infraction 
would be pointed out by the judicial 
board. 

But Martin Ranalli, chairperson of 
the judicial board, said that it is 
understood that the constitution is 
to be respected by everyone. He 


added that although the intention of 
any action is considered when met- 
ing out a penalty, it is secondary to 
the law. 

Once the complaint has gone to 
the judicial board, 100 signatures 
must be collected. This done, it goes 
to the board of directors, who de- 
cide whether or not a hearing is 
warranted. 


The judicial board then must rule 
on the validity of the complaint and 
the action to be taken. 


Morin said she did not think she 
would have trouble obtaining the 
necessary signatures: “Taken by the 
letter, this isn’t constitutional,” she 
said. “I think everyone should sigr 
it.” 


CUSA execs: the final push 


by Julien Feldman 

With a little more than two weeks 
left in its mandate, the CUSA exec- 
utive has begun a last minute rush to 
introduce major changes to the con- 
stitution, as well as the corporate 
structure of the students’ associ- 
ation. 

The proposed changes were intro- 
duced at Friday’s board of directors 
meeting, the most attended (by dir- 
ectors) in many months. 

Constitutional changes were con- 
tained in a proposal that would make 
it more difficult for students to ini- 
tiate referendums. 

The proposal, which ironically 
would have to be approved in a 
separate referendum, aims at throw- 
ing such roadblocks as increasing 
mandatory petition signatures from 
500 to 1000 and involves the chair- 
person of the board of directors in 
the actual wording of the question. 
Currently, referendums can either 
be approved by a two-thirds majority 
of the board of directors, or by 
obtaining a 500 signature petition 
and approval of the CUSA judicial 
board. 

CUSA co-president Terry Fen- 
wick said that the main concern of 
the executive was that too many 
referenda at great expense could be 
forced on the student government 
because of the lax requirements. 

“It’s something that (copresident) 
Francois (Longpré) had reservations 
about when he helped draw up the 
by-laws a few years ago,” said Fen- 
wick. 

Geneviéve Morin, recently resign- 
ed external VP, had a different view, 


however. 

“The proposal started out as an 
attempt to abolish student-initiated 
referendums altogether,” said Morin, 
“The tabled proposal is a comprom- 
ise reached at the executive level,” 
she said. 

CUSACORP, a proposed change 
in CUSA’s corporate structure was 
also introduced at the Friday board 
meeting. The purpose, according to 
the co-presidents, is to separate the 
political and profit-making objectives 
of the students’ association. 

The out-going co-presidents said 
that their hope is that such a re- 
organization of CUSA business op- 
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erations would make them more 
“directable”, making it easier to make 
sure that the operations provide CU- 
SA with revenues instead of draining 
organization funds. 

Both proposals were supported by 
most directors at the meeting, in- 
cluding those who have been absent 
from board meetings for most of the 
year. Resistance came from VP Gary 
Curtis and director Patrick Chat- 


‘ elain, among others saying that they 


resented the fact that the co-pre- 
sidents expected an automatic yes to 
the proposals, even though there 
was no opportunity for the directors 
to absorb the pages of documents. 
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Agenda 


TUESDAY 


@¢ CONCERT at the Loyola Chapel 
at 8 p.m. The first half will feature 


voice students, the second half a 
pianist and singer. Free. 


_@ CAREER DAY upstairs in the 
Campus Centre sponsored by the 
modern languages students’ associa- 
tion from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

¢ CANADIAN PUBLIC LAW an 
all day symposium moderated by 
Marcel Danis Room. H-110. For 
more details.call 879-4193. 


WEDNESDAY 


¢ JAZZ STUDIES GROUP (in- 
dependent) will perform at 8:30 p.m. 
in the Campus Centre. Free. 

e UKRANIAN EASTER EGGS 
display and demonstration from 
today until Friday on the mezzanine. 
¢ ECONOMISTS STUDENTS’ 
ASSOCIATION nominations close 
today for all executive positions. 
Forms can be picked up in H-663. 
It’s your last chance. 

e ELSALVADOR COMMITTEE 
MEETING from 4:30 p.m. in EN 
Annex, rm. 399-20. 

© ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
AND THE COMMUNITY Speak- 
ers and films will be presented all day 
in H-110. For details call 879-4193. 


THURSDAY 


¢ CONCERT presented by the 
department of music in the Loyola 
Chapel at 8 p.m. Free. 

e THE HEINE-DISRAELI SYN- 
DROME: examples from Victoria 
England. Presented in H-435 at 8:30 
p.m. by the department of Religion. 
@ PEDOPHILIA speaker and dis- 
cussion at 4 p.m. in H-333-6. Spon- 
sored by Lesbian and Gay Friends 
of Concordia. 

¢ MINORITIES, WELFARE 
AND THE LAW with moderator 
Stephen Foster. All day in H-110. 
For details call 879-4193. 


STUDENT SPECIAL 


WASH, CUT AND BLOW DRY 
$18.00 FOR WOMEN 

$12.00 FOR MEN 

FULL TIME STUDENTS ONLY 


TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY 


FOR AN APPOINTMENT CALL: 


849-9231 


2195 CRESCENT ST. MTL. 


FRIDAY 

e IRISH SPRING BASH on both 
floors the Campus Centre, $1.50 
adm. Co-sponsored by the Rec and 
Leisure and Geology students’ asso- 
ciations. 8 p.m. 
e SHAMROCK’N ROLL 7th floor 
of the Hall building. Celebrate with 
the Commerce students’ association, 
and don’t forget to wear green. 
e¢ DEADLINE for nominations for 
the Psychology association (CUPA) 
Drop your name, phone number 
and 10 signatures off in EN 406 if 
you re interested. 
e LOS general meeting at 2 p.m. in 
the Centennial building. Call 672- 
3116 if you can’t attend. 
e COMMUNITY ORGANIZERS 
the final in a series of Community 
Politics & the Law symposiums. 
Drop by H-110 and catch the round- 
up. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


¢ PREREGISTRATION 1984. All 


packages were mailed out. If you do , 


not receive yours by the end of this 
week enquire at the Registrar’s ser- 
vices department at your campus. 
® COMMERCE GRAD BALL will 
be held March 23 at le Chateau 
Champlain $25 tickets are available 
on the Mezzanine or at GM 211 
between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

e NEW YORK BY BUS $69 US 
includes transportation and accom. 
for two nights, quad. Call the student 
Travel Info Centre at 482-6724 on 
weekdavs. 

e¢ COMPUTER USERS GROUP 
ELECTIONS nominations for pre- 
sident, 
treasurer and 5 members at large. 
Must be submitted by 5 p.m. March 
21. 

e PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS, 
March 16 is deadline for nominations 
for Psychology Association. Interest- 
ed candidates should drop their 
name and phone number with ten 
signatures at the CUPA office, 2070 


MacKay, rm. 406, or the Psych. 


WORKSHOPS? 


263 (Loyola). 


vice president, secretary, 


EVELYN ABRAMOWICZ, BA.,MA. 
PSYCHOLOGIST 


SPECIALIZING IN BEHAVIOR THERAPY: 


e ANXIETY, STRESS, PHOBIAS 

e DEPRESSION, INSOMNIA, PAIN 
e NERVOUS HABITS 

@ RELAXATION TRAINING. 


7400 SHERBROOKE ST. WEST, SUITE *102 
(1 BLOCK WEST OF LOYOLA) 488-4732 BY App’nt. 


IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN - PAPERS WILL 
SOON BE DUE. IF YOU NEED SOME 
HELP WITH THEM, WHY NOT SIGN 
UP FOR ONE OF OUR TERM PAPER 


Sir George Campus: 


Date: Monday, March 19 
Time: 4-6 p.m. 
Place: H-762-1-2-3 


Loyola Campus: 


Date: | Wednesday, March 24 
Time: 3-5 p.m. 
Place: VL-101 


Sponsored by the Centre for Mature Students. 
Presented by Ritva Seppanen, English Composition Instructor 
To sign up, or for further information, call 879-7271 (SGW), or 482-0320, loc 


department office. 

© SOAP OPERAS. every weekday 
in our offices. 2070 MacKay rm. 307. 
This invitation is extended by the 
Lesbian and Gay Friends of Concor- 
dia. 

e ANTARCTIC THRASH BASH 
Banner, last seen on Sunday hanging 
from lst floor escalator area, has 
disappeared. It featured a large punk 
penguin printed on it. A large reward 
of records and 45’s will be offered for 
revealing information. Contact Paul 
or David at CRSG H-647: 

e LACOLLE SPRING RE- 
TREAT, sponsored by Lesbian and 
Gay Friends of Concordia from April 
6 to April 8. Cost is $25. All are 
welcome but priority goes to Con U. 
students. Call 879-8406. 

e LESBIAN AND GAY issue of 
The Link, deadline is March 13 for 
submissions. Call 879-8406. 


Classified 


If you were God! What would you do 
about War, Hate, Loneliness, Misery, 
Death? COME, SEE, HEAR, what God is 
doing... What he can do for you. 
March 417-7h p.m., March 418-2h30 
p.m., March 19 & 20 -7h p.m. Eglise 
Baptiste de Montréal, 3875 Crémazie 
Est. Bilingual. 


Professional typing, editing of theses, 
term papers, curricula-vitae and all 
kinds of academic work in English/ 
French on new computerized type- 
writer. Preparation of curricula-vitae in 
both languages. Reasonable rates. 
472-4621. 


Experienced, qualifed programmer 
willing to give tutorials in Basic, Fortran, 
Assembly, beginners and advanced. 
Pascal language programming. 681- 
5160. 


English tutor available — MA. with 
two years teaching experience — 
composition or literature. Call Mic- 
hael, afternoons or evenings at 270- 
5901. 


Claire’s typing service, 1396 St. Cafhe 
rine W. Room 309. 866-61 88, $1.50 per 


page. 


Telephoto lens 135 mm F2.8 for Canon 

SLR, new, $59. Call 282-0586. Ham- 

mocks Brazilian double size $49. Ama- 

zon necklaces, bead and feather 

— baskets, sculptures. Call 282- 
86. 


Manhattan Easter packages, 342- 
5466. 


Typing: term papers, resumes, etc. 
nearVendome Metro. $1.20 per page. 
486-0925. 


GMAT/LSAT preparation course. Call 
(514) 286-4005 or (416) 665-3377 or 
write P.O. Box 597, Station A, Toronto 
M5W 1G7. 


Person needed to teach me English. | 
will teach you French. Days: Thursday 
and Sunday. Call Pierre 389-2486. 


Electronic repairs stereo systems, 
Walkmans etc. Call Leo 272-6019. 


METALETRE professional, typing, edit- 
ing, proofreading; fast, accurate; IBM 
Selectric Ill. Information 843-5768, 
484-0150. 


" Gayline. Information, rap and crisis 
telephone lines for gay women (Thurs- 
days and Saturdays, 7-41 p.m., 931- 
5330) and gay men (every evening, 
7-44 p.m., 931-8668). 

Artist's studio for rent, Old Mii. area. 
Heated, sprinklered, high ceiling, large 
elevator. 864-3727. 


Lost: Tri-color gold bencenet on Mon. 
4th floor. Please contact security if 
found. Item of sentimental value. 


Typing: theses, reports, manuscripts, 
etc. 16 years experience in both lan- 
guages, rapid service, work done on 
IBM. $4.50 double spaced. Mr. Paulette 
Vigneault, 2 min. walk from McGill. 


288-9638. 


Word processing - reports, papers, 
etc. cheaperthan most. 483-5379 Evra. 
Please leave message. 
Typing, $1.00/pg. professional. Guy 
Metro, also rush jobs. 934-1438. 


Would like to exchange one hour of 
Spanish conversation for one hour of 


English & German. 733-5141. 
Combat pants - Canadian six pocket 
- limited quantity - all sizes - brand new 
with leg draw strings, large buttons 
etc. EXXA, 1477 Mansfield, 1210 St. 
Denis. 

Cheap cheap cheap good good 
good income tax $10.00. Drop papers 
off at CRSG H-647. 


Apartment to share, 7/2 Outremont. 
$150.00. 271-4580. 


Special rental time on Apple |i and 
compatible computer. $2.50 an hour. 
681-5160. 


Professional typing English/French 
proofreading, editing of theses, term 
papers, essays, curricula vitae, etc. 
On new fully electronic typewriter. 


’ Rates: $1.00 double space, $1.50 - 1% 


spaces, $2.00 single space. 472-4624. 
Improve your English: You can take 
advantage of a set of ‘refresher’ les- 
sons on English writing skills that are 
available to students on the University’s 
main computer. You do not need a 
computer account and no know- 
ledge of “computerese” is required. 
Come by the Language Lab (H-523) 
between 2:00 and 6:00 forinformation 
FREE. 


Tax returns. Call 935-6817. 


Professional typing on IBM Selectric. 
Atwater Metro. $1.00 pg. 937-0035. 


Flat to share 2008S all inclusive, furnish- 
ed or non-furnished, near Snowdon 
Metro, (on Grosvenor) immediately 
until July 4st. 932-4257 or 341-7931. 


Books fo sell: Kate Tubabian; Student's 
Guide for Writing College Papers; 
Gerard Egan, The Skilled Helper - 
excellent condition - half price. Lysane 
337-5048. 


For sale: Appie |i Compatible with 
modem and monitor. Asking price $800. 
Linda 482-0320, ext. 600. 


Professional hairdresser and estheti- 
cian working out of home at student 
rates. Will cut, perm, do pedicure, 
facial skin care, electrolysis, hairremo- 
val and manicures for men and 
women. Call Melody; leave message 


on answering machine, 935-2966. __ 
All local moves done quickly and 
carefully by student with large closed 
truck. Fully equipped, reasonable 
rates. Call Stéphane, 737-7540. 


Room for rent in a beautiful high-rise 
apartment with swimming pool and 
sundeck - female and non-smoking 
preferred - close to campus. $225/ 
month - contact Laurie at 486-1689 
nights and weekends, and 878-9641 


from 9-5 during the week. 

Wanted, small fumished apartment 
for two, Loyola vicinity, May 4 to Sept. 
1, for faculty member. Call evenings 
467-4046. 


Paid participants with English mother 
tongue needed for language leaming 
experiment (Psychology Depart- 
ment). Call Cathy 879-4345 or drop 
by H-531. 


Used book sale, reasonable prices, 
evenings 849-0275. 


Summer school in Greece - Concor- 
dia University. Spend 6 sun-filled weeks 
on the Corinthian Gulf. Gain 6 credits, 
May 10 - June 24, $1700 includes 


everything. Call 484-7736/879-8431. 
Capri, 1974, good condition. Roger 
689-0370. 


Typing - fast, accurate typing done 
on an IBM Selectric Ill, located at the 
corner of University and Milton. Please 
call 844-7749/488-0696. 


How to write songs send $2.95 to: SD & 
Assoc., 10087 Boul. St. Laurent, Dept. 
LKT, Montreal, Que. H3L 2N5. 


Furnished apartment to share, pool, 
sauna, responsible female preferred, 
487-5192. 


For sale Royal manual typewriter, 487- 
5192. 


Lost on the night of December 21st, 
1983, a blue plastic pencil case on 
the 6th floor. Please call Karen 7:00- 
7:30 a.m. or 9:00-11:30 p.m. at 279- 
3928 or 683-1665 evenings or week- 
ends. ee 
. Typing - university graduate, fast, reli- 
able, accurate, $1.25/pg. Gloria 683- 
7915 or 737-9520. 


Attention students & faculty - typing 
done at my home $1.00 per page. 
481-6048, till 10:00 p.m. 


Yyping, fast and professional, term- 
papers, reports, theses, letters, resu- 
mes. Downtown. 288-7943. 
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+The Link The Literary “1000 WORDS” x 
presents issue Prize to best short 
= Any andall submissions “CTY “ wore Ste 
now being solicited —Joke issue pieces 
+a poetry/short stories/etc. also needed Ds 
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& C.. rless 
with |.D. 


1520 DeMaisonneuve W. 
corner Mackay 


TOP QUALITY PHOTOCOPIES 
STUDENT RATES 


*close to campus 

* immediate service 

* color copies 

* thesis 7¢ a copy 

®*curriculum vitae 

*no charge for 3-hole punch and 
collating 


Mon-Fri 8:30-21:00 
10:00-15:00 


931-3063 


Voter reaction knee-jerk 


by Karen Herland 

You may not agree with all of the 
results of last week’s CUSA elec- 
tions, but one thing is clear, you 
wanted women in, and you got them. 

In fact, of the eight women running 
for seats on the board of directors, 
only one did not get elected; her 
name is not obviously that of a 
woman. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


I can see the raised eyebrows 
already. That is ridiculous: platforms, 
experience, etc. all come in to play 
during the elections — not the candi- 
date’s sex. 

But do they? 

Given the member of people run- 
ning for various seats on the board 
(and I will limit this to the board 
because the two-women slate for co- 
president ran a rather off-beat cam- 
paign), 65 per cent of those running 
could expect to be directors by now. 

In fact, 88 per cent of the women 
who ran got in. 

Some women ran on slates. That 
did not seem to effect the voting. 
The Link ran platforms for two slates 
involving women. One slate consist- 
ed of two women and a man, the 
other of two women and two men. 

In both cases the entire slate’s 
pictures were printed above a com- 
mon platform, same goals, same 
promises. 

In the first case, the two women 
were elected with a large number of 
votes. The man running with them 
did not get in. 

In the second case, again the two 
women were elected. This time one 
of the men got in (just barely) and 
the other man did not. The man that 
got in has been around CUSA this 
year, working on the winter carnival. 

So that’s it. Granted everyone did 
not see the platforms that appeared 
in The Link, so they would not be 
aware of slates. It’s the people whose 
names have been heard around 
school, the ones people know are 
involved. The key is experience, 
right? Well, let’s check the facts. 

Five of the eight candidates with 
some CUSA experience did rank in 
the top half of the votes within their 
faculties. However, the other three, 
incidentally all men, barely squeaked 
through. This may have to do with 
their past records (which is why | 
won’t mention names). Even so, it is 
far less consistent than the voting 
patterns for women. 

In fact, CUSA recognizes this 
pattern. Before the election a motion 
was considered asking that only the 
candidate’s first initial be printed on 
the ballot (thereby neutering the 
candidates). The motion was defeat- 
ed with the choice being left to the 
individual. One man ran using only 
his first initial. He was elected as 
well. 

O.K. realizing all that, the next 
question is why? I’ve asked around 
and the answers are rather surpris- 
ing. 

Everyone agrees that the first peo- 
ple they vote for are the ones that 
they know, either because they’ve 
heard of them, met them or like the 
stands they have taken in the past. 

However, a surprising number of 
people, men and women alike, say 
that they then go back and check off 
all the women’s names. 

The reasons for this vary, some 
say that women are under-represent- 
ed in CUSA and they want the 
balance to change. 

This is true: few women ever run 
for positions in CUSA. In fact, more 
women ran this year than ever 


before. — 

Another, more interesting, reason 
is that voters feel that women will 
somehow be more responsible. They 
argue that if a woman is running, 
she’s taking more of a risk (women 
are notoriously expected to work 
harder and prove themselves more 
than men in most positions) and 
making more of a commitment than 
a man. 

One voter went so far as to say 
that male students have a reputation 
for drinking, whereas women are 
more able to handle domestic (legis- 
lative) decisions. 

Other voters simply felt it was an 
expression of affirmative action, of 
solidarity among women. 

All of these reasons represent a 
concern for women’s issues and a 
basic understanding of the problems 
facing women, but the reaction is 
knee-jerk and superficial at best. 

There is nothing that says awoman 
is necessarily going to bring a 
woman’s point of view onto the 
board (whatever a women’s point of 
view is). There is also no reason to 
assume that men will take their 


positions on the board more or less 
lightly than women. Or that they will 
not be concerned with women’s 
issues, because they are men. Each 
individual has their own reasons for 
running, be they personal or political. 

Until people read the platforms of 
the candidates and vote for policies, 
not sex, no change will be ensured. 
Being male or female does not dictate 
any particular pattern of behaviour 
from an elected official. 

It is too easy for people to point 
their finger at affirmative action and 
say that it is simply reverse discrimi- 
nation, this confirms it. 

People with real concerns about 
women’s issues should vote for the 
candidates who express similar:con- 
cerns, be they male or female. 

It is nice to see elections taken 
more seriously than popularity con- 
tests. Next year, it is hoped that 
people take elections one step fur- 
ther and vote on what the candidates 
say, not how they think they will 
react once in office. Particularly if 
that reactionis based on sex-stereo- 
types. 
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La presse etudiante est en difficulte 


par Christine Lépine 

C’est annonce de jours sombres 
pour le journalisme étudiant franco- 
phone au Québec. La Presse étudi- 
ante du Québec (PEQ), organisme 
provincial regroupant pas moins de 
36 journaux étudiants de niveaux 
collégial et universitaire, traverse 
actuellement une importante crise 
financiére. C’est du moins ce qui 
ressort de la derniére réunion du 
Conseil régional de Montréal (section 
montréalaise de la PEQ) tenue en 
février dernier 4 PUQAM. 

Le “texte cadre sur le finance- 
ment” présenté par M. Edgar Donelle 
(permanent rattaché au service de 
publicité), révéle en effet que depuis 
1981, la PEQ a été principalement 
financée par des subventions du 
Ministére de Péducation du Québec 
dont les montants varient entre 25 et 
$35,000 annuellement. 

Représentant prés de la moitié du 
budget de Porganisme, ces subven- 
tions qui prendront fin en juillet 84 
visaient prioritairement a permettre 
a la PEQ la mise sur pied de méca- 
nismes et de service conduisant a 
son autofinancement. Ayant négligé 
ce second aspect de la question, elle 
se retrouve dans une situation pré- 
caire: ammaser a court terme une 
somme de 104$15,000 et constituer 
“un fond de roulement” pour “pou- 
voir survivre jusqu’aux premiers 
jours d’automne’. Ne pouvant plus 
se fier a la “manne gouvernemen- 
tale”, laPEQ doit dorénavant comp- 
ter soit sur un support financier 
substantiel de la part des journaux 
‘membres, ou soit, envisager une 
sérieuse réduction des services 
qu'elle dispense présentement. 

Dés 1981, au tout début de “l’ére 
des subventions”, fut créé PUBLI- 
PEQ, un service de publicité au 
niveau national chargé de vendre 
des espaces publicitaires pour les 
journaux étudiants moyennant une 
commission de lordre de 15 a 20% 
(membres et non-membres). Son 
but-était d’aider au financement de 
ces dernier et a celui de la PEQ. Il 
semble que lobjectif ait été relative- 
ment atteint dans le premier cas 
mais pas dans le second. Consé- 
quemment, “PUBLIPEQ fonctionne 
a perte”. La nécessité de créer un 
fond de roulement se trouve aussi 
accrue par la nature du mode de 


financement de la PEQ, cette derni- 
.ére ne pouvant compter sur aucune 
“rentrée d'argent” durant la période 
de juillet 4 novembre: “nous vivons 
sur les restes de 'année précédente”. 

La campagne de financement 
fonctionnera parallélement aux 
niveaux local (journaux membres) 
et régional (permanents). Les premi- 
ers sont invités 4 organiser des 
activités de financement (party, 
vente etc.) ou a prélever les argents 
a méme leur budget...Les seconds 
chercheront a obtenir de nouvelles 
subventions dans le cadre de projets 
gouvernementaux-existant dans les 
secteurs de lemploi ou de lentre- 
prise. 

Quant au financement a moyen et 
a long terme, trois propositions ont 
été mises de l’avant, qui devront étre 
entérinées par le Congrés National, 
instance supréme, qui se réunira 
pour Sa rencontre annuelle a la fin 
mars. La premiére prévoit de doubler 
les cotisations des journaux partici- 
pant 4 PUBLIPEQ. La seconde, 
doubler la majoration des quote- 
part prélevées par ce dernier sur le 
prix brut affiché pour tous les jour- 
naux participants. Enfin, la troisiéme, 
se propose de modifier le calcul de 
ristournes aux journaux, en tenant 
davantage compte du tirage, plutét 
que de maintenir des tarifs fixes 
comme c’était le cas auparavant. 
PUBLIPEQ serait dorénavant res- 
ponsable de l’établissement de ces 
tarifs. 

Les réactions des journaux con- 
cernés sont partagées, oscillant de 
la plus grande réserve jusqu’aux 
plus ardentes défenses de la PEQ. 
D’ici la tenue du Congrés, ces 
questions seront débattues al intéri- 
eur des organisation locales. 

Mais, comme Ia souligné M. 
Charles-Paul Benoit, secrétaire a 
Pinformation de la PEQ, dans une 
entrevue accordée au Link la se- 
maine derniére, “attention accordée 
a la situation financiére ne doit pas 
masquer l’importance des priorités 
et des questions auxquelles le Con- 
seil régional de Montréal s’est con- 
sacré depuis janvier dernier”. Ces 
,questions peuvent étre regroupées 
en deux catégories: la question 
femme et celle de l'information. 

Dans le premier cas, le secrétaire 
rappelle la “tribune des femmes” 


organiseée les 3,4 et  tevrier de cette 
année et la préparation d’un dossier 
spécial a la veille du 8 mars sous le 
théme “du corps a la politique”. 

Au niveau information, notons la 
distribution aux membres d’un bulle- 
tin bi-mensuel traitant des questions 
de fond et des dossiers prioritaires 
de la PEQ, dont la question Les- 
biennes et Gais. La publication d'un 
guide de ressources L et G est 


d ailleurs prévue pour trés bientét et 
deviendra un complément au 
mouvement étudiant. 

Parallélement a ces activités, |’on 
prépare actuellement un “journal 
commun” (série d’articles originant 
des différents journaux membres) 
traitant du projet de réglement des 
études collégiales et qui devrait 
paraitre la semaine prochaine. 


Miracle a Concordia? 


par Mark Simard 

Le “Groupe des trente-deux”’, élu 
au colloque de la Jeunesse de 
Québec, est en train de réussir un 
tour de force: réunir tous les jeunes 
du Québec dans une Confédération 
de la Jeunesse. 

Selon lavis de plusieurs, cette 
nouvelle idée de confédération pour- 
rait s’avérer excellente au point de 
vue de la représentation des jeunes 
vis-a-vis du gouvernement. Cette 
confédération comprendrait des ré- 
gions autonomes et seraient reliées 
a un pouvoir central comme au 
Canada, aux Etats-Unis et en Suisse. 
Le congrés de fondation aura lieu le 
26 mars al université Concordia afin 
d élir 34 membres a raison de deux 
par régions (en tout il y a 17 régions 
pour tout le Québec). Les thémes 
abordé porteront surtout sur le tra- 


vail et Péducation. Ils reflétent bien 
la volonté des jeunes a prendre leur 
avenir en main. 

La Confédération de la Jeunesse 
arrive au moment propice. Ses 
objectifs sont: unir les jeunes et 
activer la création d’emplois car par 
les années passées, on a senti 
Purgence de ce besoin. 

L’idée de confédération est trés 
attrayante. Elle attire les jeunes qui 
ont tendance a repousser la poli- 
tique actuelle et préfére les idées 
neuves et les nouveaux contacts. 
Conscient de cela, le groupe fonda- 
teur de la Confédération se veut 
indépendant et innovateur. 


A suivre absolument, le congrés 
de Fondation de la Confédération 
de la Jeunesse du 26 mars au ler avril 
ici méme a Concordia. 


Cdn. youth: beware 


OTTAWA (CUP)—A secret Liberal 
party film shown to party faithful in 
Halifax reveals that youth will be key 
targets in the upcoming federal 
election. 

According to Southam News, the 
Liberals plan to make “better use” of 
youth newspapers, including those 
at colleges and universities. The 
party will buy advertising space and 
give student journalists greater 
access to cabinet ministers for 
interviews. 

The 30 minute film implies the_ 
Liberals will use tax-payers’ money 
to woo several major electoral groups 
— youth, women, urban middle class 
and ethnic voters. 

But David Graham, an official 


with the newly created youth minis- 
try, says he knows of no plans to 
woo the youth vote. 

His statements contradict recent 
Liberal party moves. The federal 
throne speech in December intro- 
duced a new Youth Ministry, and 
according to influential Liberal sen- 
ator Jacques Hébert, the ministry 
was a “simple and inexpensive” way 
to appease young people and gain 
their support. 

Gordon Ashworth, a spokesper- 
son for the Prime Minister’s office, 
which produced the film, confirmed 
the youth ministry will sponsor ads 
in student newspapers and inform 
student journalists of issues concern- 
ing their readers. . 
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Letters 


Selective 
censorship? 


to the editors: 

In my senior year at high school, 
our principal prevented the distrib- 
ution of the student newspaper on 


three separate occasions. That alert 
authoritarian never failed to yank 
the leash whenever the paper stray- 
ed from its usual coverage of sports 
and social events into areas of con- 
troversy. 

So it was with an appalling sense 
of déja-vu that I learned of the com- 
plete removal from circulation of the 


Link’s March 6 editorial. Worse, 
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because tolerance is practically a 
sacrament at most universities... 
much worse, because the censors 
this time are fellow students. 

The pretext? An editorial that 
assessed the candidates for the top 
CUSA positions. One slate was en- 
dorsed very grudgingly, rather as a 
result of even more negative ap- 
praisals of the other three. 

Is there a newspaper on this cont- 
inent that refrains from similar pol- 
itical editorializing? Certainly not the 
Concordian, whose editors com- 
mented caustically on the “Dead 
Mosquito” slate. This paper, which 
at other times tends to abide by my 
old principal’s standards of student 
journalism, was very critical of those 
“jokers in yellow”, and rightly so. 
But although that issue appeared 
side by side on the shelves with the 
offending issue of the Link, they sure 
didn’t disappear together. 

If the Link did wrong, why was the 
Concordian not removed? Because 
the former eliminated three slates, 
leaving one by default, while the 
latter eliminated one, leaving three? 
How many slates do you have to pan 
before you qualify for censorship? 

Whatever the technical reasons 
given for this seemingly arbitrary 
decision, one cannot help but sus- 
pect sheer harrasment. There has 
lately been a palpable air of hostility 
among some politicians towards the 
Link, for instance, the petulant re- 
fusal of several candidates to talk to 
that paper. 

I have no idea how this apparent 
antagonism developed, but criticism 
of the paper’s contents often carries 
such all too familiar phrases as “too 
political” or “not relevant to stu- 
dents” — i.e., too concerned with 
real issues and controversial ideas, 
painful and puzzling fare to those 
who prefer their schools as factories 
by day and beer halls by night. 

But this latest attack shows a 
disregard for the rights, not to men- 
tion the intelligence, of all students 
at this university, Link readers or 
not. Such high handed treatment 
should be thoroughly condemned 
and unless the Richard Nixon school 
of sleazy politics has taken root 
here, any further action against the 
Link should not be considered. 

Steve Cabilio 
Engineering 


Coverage 
was shoddy 


to the editors: 

Never before has The Link moved 
me enough to write to the editor. 
But the issues relating to the recent 
CUSA elections, of March 2,6,9, 
have gone to depths that I never 
thought The Link would go. 

Your gloomy headlines of “Elec- 
tion Prediction: BLEH!” (front page, 
March 2) and “Send in the clowns... 
don’t bother” might have been easily 
avoided had, say, Max Wallace run. 
Or is it true that he is not a CUSA 
member, but still received an hon- 
orarium last semester, paid by CUSA 
members? In any case those head- 
lines are hardly examples of mature, 
responsible journalism from an 
“agent of social change”. I should 
think that a true “agent of social 
change” would try to change the 
status quo of unacceptable student 
apathy and with its means encour- 


‘There will be a special meeting 
tions this Friday as well as 


you'd better be here). There 


age, not discourage, participation. 

And so, as a result of that issue, 
we had two co-presidential slates 
refusing to acknowledge The Link. 
So what do you: do? Of course, rub 
salt in the wounds. “More Clowns” 
read the headline on page 5, March 
6. 1 should also point out an obvious 
typo, in the first paragraph of the 
article under that headline. The Dead 
Mosquito party and Messrs. Chate- 
lain and De Luca did not refuse “to 
speak to the press”, they refused to 
speak to a (tenuous) member of the 
press, The Link. 

In that same issue you chose to 
endorse a co-presidential slate, which 
to my mind contravenes election 
regulations of not actively campaign- 
ing during polling days. If that 
editorial was not meant as a calculat- 
ed barb thrown at CUSA and other 
co-presidential slates, tell me why 
did you not endorse the Yes or the 
No committee of the military referen- 
dum? You have had disarmament 
issues but you didn’t editorialize on 
the referendum in any of the election 
related issues. Come on, something 
does not make sense here! 

On Friday, March 9, you did a 
commendable job of so quickly hav- 
ing the winner in the news. BUT, 
was it necessary to denote 
SCPA’ers? If so, why not say why? 
Or, what is the SPCA? Why don’t 
you tell all? Were there Liberal Arts 
College members? Hillel members? 
Lesbian and Gay Friends? Q-PIRG’s? 
I’ve never seen it disclosed that your 
“Editor” is a member of the School 
of Community and Public Affairs, or 
is she embarrassed for some reason? 
In conclusion I should like to say that 
I am appalled at the petty reporting 
appearing in your pages. I must say, 
too, lest I be painted a frenzied, 
indoctrinated CUSA lackey, that I 
am not totally satisfied with all of the 
goings-on in CUSA. CUSA, too, has 
its faults. But, do two-wrongs make a 
right? Finally, may I suggest that you 
take your own advice of playing by 
the rules? The Link should “at least 
try to abide by the spirit of election 
regulations and fairplay [sic].” (The 
Link, March 9, 1984, p.5) 

Greg Zador 
CUSA Board of Directors, 1983-84 
member, SCPA 
Ed Note — Just for the record: Max 
Wallace is a student here. We wrote 
an editorial because a judicial board 
ruling stated that we could print 
whatever we wanted when we want- 
ed to. We chose not to editorialize 
on the MFZ referendum because we 
had editorialized on it already and 
we were sure people were aware of 
our position. SCPA members were 
mentioned to illustrate what a closed 
shop CUSA is and I have never 
denied my membership to the school. 
And we don’t think we discouraged 
voters with three issues devoted to 
the election — by the way, there 
was a record turn-out. 


held today at 2 p.m. On hand 
will be procedure for the elec- 


updates on this weekend's re- 
gional (if you plan to be there 


won't be much time to chat 
Friday so this is it. Inrm. H-649. | 


Letters 


Resignation 
number one 


to the editors: 

It is with profound regret that I 
now have to hand in my resignation 
as external affairs vice-president of 
CUSA. 

The last electoral campaign has 
given rise to two (that I am aware of) 
blatant cases of abuse of power on 
the part of the co-presidents. 

The first one has to do with The 
Link issue of March 6, 1984. In it, the 
editorial endorsed the candidacy of 
the Gott-Nellis team for lack of any 
real choice. I can understand the 
Baird-Keays team getting upset over 
this editorial which, I agree, contain- 
ed misleading information. 

I can also understand, only to a 
lesser degree, that the first reaction 
from some people involved in CUSA 
was to take the Links off the stands 
themselves by putting piles into cars 
and running off with them. 

I also agree that there was evi- 
dence enough to justify an appeal to 
Judicial Board. I respect the decision 
of this board to order the Link off the 
stands, although! do not agree with 
their ruling. Finally, I deplore the fact 
that again, individuals (this time from 
the Link’s side) decided to hand the 
Link out themselves instead. 

I absolutely refuse to blame the 
Link for it, though, in the same way 
that I refuse to blame the executive, 
or the Baird-Keays team for the 
actions of those individuals who filled 
cars with Links. 

What I absolutely refuse to stay 
silent about, however, is the exces- 
sive reaction of the co-presidents 
who threatened to padlock the Link, 
freeze its budget, or just simply put it 
under trusteeship. To me, this reac- 
tion is childish, abusive, and just 
plain stupid. 

I can’t help but wonder if these 
threats came because individuals 
(not the Link) were defying the deci- 
sion of Judicial Board, because of 
the editorial itself (since it is well- 
known that our two co-presidents 
supported the Baird-Keays team), 
or because it was the perfect op- 
portunity to do-something that the 
co-presidents andsome members of 
the exeuctive had badly wanted to 
do all year due to either misquotes, 
criticisms, or other types of trouble 
(cf. the “Enos affair”) that the Link 
had caused them. 


The second case of abuse of power 
is not even half as controversial. On 
a memo dated March 2, the co- 
presidents unilaterally decided to 
change the rules of the election by 
authorizing an unlimited number of 
posters to be put up by co-president- 
ial teams. 


They justified this by an article in 
the constitution which gives co-presi- 
dents the power “to adopt a resolu- 
tion in lieu of the Board of Directors 
between meetings” (sic: memo). 
What they forgot (?) to mention, 
however, is that. the same article 
limits this power “only by any policy, 
regulation, or resolution passed by 
the Board of Directors”, which is the 
case here, since the board meeting 
of February 8 had clearly put a limit 
of 20 posters by campus. According 
to the same constitution, under arti- 


cle 18.1, this is even considered 


grounds for impeachment. 

lalso wish to express my disagree- 
ment with executive solidarity. In 
simplified terms, executive solidarity 
means one member of the executive 
can never contradict another mem- 
ber of the executive except during 
the closed executive meetings. In 
reality, it means that if the executive 
vote on a particular policy was 4 in 
favour, and 3 against, at the Board of 
Directors meeting where this policy 
is discussed the 3 are clearly instruct- 
ed not to speak against it. No wonder 
executive decisions are never turned 
down by the board: they never hear 
the arguments on the other side... 

But this can even be (and is) taken 
one step further. 

The issue has never been discuss- 
ed, the first executive who takes a 
side’ may not be contradicted by 
other members of the executive. In 
short, the executive as a whole has 


to stand for what the first one who ~ 


spoke said; not for their opinion, not 
for the best side, but for the first side 
presented. 

Information is the key to any 
organization. To impose a caucus 
policy on student representatives 
when they have to put up a unified 
front against a common enemy (the 
administration regarding an increase 
in tuition for example), makes sense. 
But to impose it on executives in 
order to put up a united front at the 
Board means considering the elected 
directors as the enemy, something I 
find absolutely scary. This associa- 
tion has become utterly autocratic. 
General assemblies are never-held, 
referendums are feared and direct 
student input is discouraged in any 
way that can be thought of. 

I am sorry to have to resign be- 
cause] put alot of hopes and efforts 
into this organization. | will continue 
to serve the student as well as! can 
from the Board of Directors where I 
have been elected. I am not resigning 
out of spite, I am resigning because! 
believe in principles like democracy, 
justice, and freedom of speech, which 
are currently being trampled upon 
by some members of our student 
“government”. 

I hope others will join me in my 
attempt to revive these principles. 


The representativity of our student 
association depends on it. 
Genevieve Morin 
ex-external VP 
Ed note — although this letter is 
longer than our 500 word limit we 
felt that it was necessary to preserve 
Morin’s arguments so that she would 
not be misrepresented. This version 
is substantially shorter than her 
original. 


Resignation 
number two 


to the editors: 

I have been termed a “mite conser- 
vative” recently and I believe that 
my actions in CUSA over the last 
three years have been just that: 
conservative. I have been this be- 
cause | have had a deep (if not blind) 
faith in the work that CUSA, and the 
individuals in CUSA, has accom- 
plished and has striven for. 

I no longer have that faith. Recent 
events during the General Elections 
have shown me that politics and 
politicians can supercede democracy 
and service to students quite easily 
in CUSA. 

I have always worked in CUSA for 
the benefit of students and have 
believed (perhaps naively) that that 
was what CUSA was established 
for. I never realized that personal 
political ends could or would divert 
the entire efforts of CUSA at any 
time. I was wrong. 

I think that what I am trying to 
work around to is that I have the 
sneaking suspicion that my time has 
been wasted, and | have no wish to 


»waste even more time on an organi- 


zation that has taken a definite neo- 
fascist direction. 

I would therefore like to present 
my official resignation as Information 
and Research Vice-President and as 
a member of University Senate, Arts 
and Science Faculty Council, CCSL, 
CCSL Finance Committee, CCSL 
Steering Committee, the I]BAC, and 
any other positions relating to my 
position (with the exception of 
CUSASET Board member and Pre- 
sident) that I may have forgotten to 
list. 

I would like to extend my apologies 
to any university body, specifically 
CCSL, if my resignation has caused 
any inconvenience. But I am afraid 
that I could no longer represent an 
organization that I do not believe in. 

Sol take my leave of the organiza- 
tion that has taken three years of my 
life, 60 hours a week (time not 
wasted, I hope); of Reltonpolitik; 
and of friends of convenience (I was 
convenient for them when there was 
work to be done). 
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And good luck to David Baird and 
Lynn Keays. May your term in office 
be as successful as your election 
campaign. Yours Truly, 


Paul Gott 
ex-Info and Research VP, CUSA 


ex-etc. 


A question 
of power 


to the editors: 

I would like to respond to a com- 
ment made by Mr. Fred Serre in The 
Link Women’s Issue of March 6. 

Apparently Mr. Serre does not 
recognize the difference between “a 
bunch of women sitting around talk- 
ing about a man” and his own sexist 
cartoon for the Engineer’s Bash. 

That this attitude reflects an ignor- 
ance characteristic of the dark ages 
is irrelevant. What is really disturbing 
is the obvious absence of reason in 
an argument put forth by a sup- 
posedly ‘responsible’ journalist. 

The difference, Mr. Serre, between 
men ogling women and the reverse, 


- is power. Just follow the scenario 


through to its logical conclusions. I’ll 
put it simply, so you can understand: 
e Three woman drool over a man 
at a beer bash. One asks the man to 
dance. 
He declines. She returns to the 
table. 
@ Same beer bash. Three men drool 
Over a woman; one asks her to 
dance. 
Often, her “no” doesn’t really 
mean “no”, right? She’s just playing 
‘hard to get’, right? This misguided 


(but socially approved) belief, then, 
gives him license to persist. 

Women have no such license; a 
Man’s “no” means “no”. But every 
seventeen minutes, statistics show, 
men do persist; a woman’s right to 
say “no” is not replaced. This is 
called rape. 

Iam not saying, by any means, 
that rape is the necessary conse- 
quence of a man’s persistence, only 
that it is a possibility, a possibility 
which does not exist in the reverse 
situation. 

Now, tell me there is no difference 
in the intent, expectations, and out- 
come of men objectifying women 
and the reverse. The ogling woman 
will leave the beer bash, perhaps 
feeling rejected or humiliated. How- 
ever, the ogled man will never find 
himself defending life and limb in a 
dark parking lot because a woman 
thought he meant “yes”. 

You may not bea potential rapist, 
Mr. Serre, but you do, like every 
member of your gender, have 
society’s sanction to interpret, define 
and even violate the rights of in- 
dividuals who do not have the privi- 
lege or power to retaliate in kind. 

Then next time you print one of 
these cartoons, I urge you to think 
about what it really means. Yes, 
women do objectify men and the 
process is equally dehumanizing. 
But you must never forget the differ- 
ence — that men have the social 
support to act upon their intent, 
even without the consent of the 
‘object’. 

Women, thank god, do not have 
this option. Sincerely, 

Susan Shea 
Concordia Women’s Collective 
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Letter 


Campaign 
was dishonest 


to the editors: 

The Link has said that this year’s 
elections were based on inconsisten- 
cies and will add that they were also 
based on some lies and much 
vehemence. 

| helped Paul Gott and Dean Nellis 
with their campaign by putting up 
posters in the Hall Building and in 
the annexes. | spent four hours 
doing this only to discover that even- 


Sunday, June 17 


Sunday, June 17 


Tuesday, June 19 


Thursday, June 21 


ing that they had been torn down 
and replaced with Baird-Keays post- 
ers. Even worse, at Loyola Baird- 
Keays posters were put on top of 
Gott-Nellis posters. 

This lack of dignity and respect 
for other people’s work and property 
from the Baird-Keays entourage is 
not what I would have expected 
from people running for student 
government. Obviously, they were 
afraid of losing. But that is no reason 
for them to employ communist tac- 
tics. This was the vehemence to- 
wards Paul Gott and Dean Nellis. 

Again, the fear of losing was so 
great that Mr. Relton, Mr. Fenwick, 
and Mr. Longpré (the CUSA execu- 
tives who ran the campaign) resort- 
ed to dishonesty. 

They put together a ‘We support 
Baird-Keays’ poster that had names 


CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 

1984 SPRING CONVOCATIONS 
INFORMATION TO 

POTENTIAL GRADUATES 


This year the Convocations will be held at the Athletics Complex, Loyola 
Campus, 7141 Sherbrooke Street West, as follows: 


Thursday, June 14 FACULTY OF FINE ARTS 


8:30 p.m. 
10:30 p.m. (approx.) 


ARTS & SCIENCE (DIVISIONS I & III) * 


2:30 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. (approx.) 


ARTS & SCIENCE (DIVISIONS II & IV) * 


8:30 p.m. 
10:30 p.m. (approx.) 


ENGINEERING & COMPUTER SCIENCE 


8:30 p.m. 
10:30 p.m. 


COMMERCE & ADMINISTRATION 


8:15 p.m. 
10:30 p.m. (approx.) 


*Letters forwarded to successful candidates in the Faculty of Arts & Science will clearly 
indicate the date and time of Convocation on a personal basis. 

Students are advised to check with the Student’s Accounts Office to ensure that all 
student fees, library fines and graduation fees have been paid. Students are requested 
to pay their accounts with either a certified cheque, cash or money-order. All 
outstanding accounts must be paid by May 7, 1984. Graduates with outstanding 
accounts will not receive degrees, official transcripts or be permitted to participate in 
the convocation ceremonies until all outstanding accounts have been cleared. 

Any graduate, or guests, requiring special services during the Convocation 
ceremonies (i.e. escort, special parking, etc.) because of a physical handicap, please 
contact Ann Kerby, Co-ordinator of Handicapped Services, at 482-0320, local 358. 
On May 31, 1984, following the approval of the graduation list by the Board of 
Governors, the final letter notifying students of the successful completion of their 
degree programme will be mailed. This letter will give information about academic 
dress, tickets and Convocation procedures. 


&> a Concordia University Students’ Association inc. 


= a Association des Etudiants et Etudiantes de l'Université Concordia inc. 


“EGROPE ON 84¢ 
A DAY’ es 


COMING MARCH 24. 


Kenneth D. Adams, 


of some people who weren’t sup- 
porters and that had a photograph 
of people who weren’t even on the 
list. These posters were put up with 
the aid of Mr. fenwick and Mr. 
Longpré using their present position 
as CUSA Co-Presidents to change 
the rules of the elections regarding 
the number of posters allowed by 
candidates. 

I congratulate them on a very 
successful campaign (oh yes, David 
Baird and Lynn Keays, too). But if 
the Baird-Keays campaign is any 
indication of what their term in office 
will be like, the students at Concordia 
and all those directly involved with 
CUSA do not have a very promising 
year ahead of them. Sincerely, 


Phyllis Orofino 
Student at VUQAM 


Convocation 
Reception 


Convocation | 
Reception 


Convocation 
Reception 


Convocation 
Reception 


Convocation 
Reception 


Asst. Vice-Rector & 
University Registrar 
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SPECIALITES COUPE { 
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5902 SHERBROOKE ST. W. MONTREAL 


GRADUATE 
STUDENTS 


é 


FRIDAY MARCH 16, 
1-6 P.M. ze 
G.S.A. LOUNGE 
Refreshments 


Tel. 879-7219 


INTERESTED FACULTY ARE — 
CORDIALLY INVITED. 


Nini 


\\ \\\\ 


NOW AVAILABLE AT OUR BEACONSFIELD LOCATION ONLY! 


SUN TANNING SALON 


at $4.00 Per Session. 
also: ACRYLIC NAILS. 
Introduces The 


“MINI - MODE” 


‘20 


includes Cut and Blow Dry 


CUT, SHAMPOO 
& BLOW DRY 


‘12. 


With 
With 


CARMELLA, PAULA NATALIE & LUCIE 
& ANNE at: at 
Boulevard Plaza 
Plaza Saratoga, Kirkland ; 
2890 St. Charles Blvd. Beaconsfield 


695-8549 or 695-1535 | “¢o4 1943 aoaa” 


Feature 


Third Ave: the Just Society 


by Cynthia Davis 

3rd Avenue does not exist in any city. It 
is a new approach for dealing with a 
troubled world — a third way. 

Try to imagine going to work in the morning 
because you want to, not because you have 
to, arriving at the time of your choice and 
working as equals with people regardless of 
their age or experience. Then imagine that 
you're working for human rights and social 
justice. 

If that fantasy came true, you might find 
yourself at the 3rd Avenue Resource Centre. 
The centre is an independent, non-profit 
organization which operates out of a comforta- 
ble loft overlooking the bustle of St. Laurent 
Street. They coordinate education and action 
programs around themes such as sexism, 
racism, international development and disar- 
mament. The work is carried out through 
projects, each of which is designed to produce 
something concrete, such as a video clip, a 
book, or a play, which can lead to a small but 
significant change. People of both sexes and 
many cultures work together on projects. 

The centre’s work is funded largely through 
government grants for particular projects. 
When one of three fulltime coordinators, 
Joann Geschlecht, was asked if the centre would 
always be dependent of the government for funds, 
she had this to say: 

“A government grant is a redistribution of 
money that is ours in the first place. There’s a 
very small amount which goes to human 
rights groups,” said Geschlecht, “Especially 
when you compare it to the amount that goes 
to the military, for example. I don’t see it asa 
dependency when the money belongs to the 
people doing and benefiting from the projects.” 

One of the projects Geschlecht is working 
on involves putting tax money destined for the 
military into a peace tax fund. 

There’s something different about the 3rd 
Avenue Resource Centre. It doesn’t have the 
tattered look and hectic atmosphere of most 
social change groups. 

Gary Beitel, one of the coordinators, said 
that the relaxed atmosphere has to do with 
the principles of the centre. 

“Process is very important to us. There is a 
caring for people’s needs. Our impact is 
continual and slow — we're not going to 
change anything overnight.” 

The centre, closed on Wednesdays to avoid 
staff burnout, has numerous volunteers involv- 
ed with projects. 

“We work in a participatory way, with 
people who are affected by the issues being 
dealt with,” said Beitel. 

Winnie Tom, a 20 year old McGill student is 
one such volunteer. She first encountered the 
centre when they were doing a video about 
racism in her high school three years ago. 
Having been insulted and abused for being 
Chinese, racism was a reality for her. She 
started working with the centre because, 
“They recognized the problem and did some- 
thing about it.” What they did was to produce 


Photo: Third Resource Centre 


a video entitled, You might think you’re 
superior but I think I’m equal. This video, 
which involved the participation of 300 people, 
deals with racism as it is experienced by 
young people. It has been used to animate 
teachers, students and community groups. 

Tom described the centre as being “almost 
close to idealism.” She said that there are no 
ranks because the staff works by consensus. 

“It’s a learning experience. It makes me 
more aware... have more confidence now.” 

A subtle form of racism that Tom and 
countless other students encounter is ‘ethno- 
centricity’ in school texts. A classic example is 
Challenge and Survival, a Canadian high 
school history text which gives the impression 


_that only caucasian males contributed to 


Canadian history. The text ignores native 
people after they were conquered, has only 
one reference to Chinese Canadians (as rail- 
road workers), and no reference to black or 
Japanese Canadians. 

The 3rd Avenue Resource Centre was 
instrumental in setting up the precedent- 
setting Anti-Bias Commitee (ABC) of the 
Protestant School Board of Greater Montreal 
to deal with discriminatory content in curricu- 
lum material. 

dunia Wilson, a high school teacher, repre- 
sents 3rd Avenue on the ABC. 

“No kid should feel discrimination”. Said 
Wilson “We won't let old stereotypes pass as 
facts anymore.” 

The ABC has had several texts removed or 
replaced, including an elementary school text 
that contained the word ‘nigger’. 

Wilson has been involved with the centre 
for nine of its 10 years. 

“They’re very dedicated, they follow through 
with what they preach,” she said. 

Wilson also worked on the centre’s produc- 
tion of a manual called Detecting Prejudice, a 
handbook on discrimination in visual materials. 


graphic: Manoli Margiankis 
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Why do on think he is dressed in black? 
What does “black” mean to you? 


This is a slick publication which helps sensitize 
readers to their own prejudices, as well as 
those in literature and the media. It offers 
several suggestions for things people can do 
about discrimination, suggestion #1 — Com- 
plain! 


kk * 

“Sexism is a weapon used to classify and 
discriminate human beings by their sex. It’s 
like someone putting a gun to your head — 
you become helpless, inferior, scared, and 
frustrated. All my life I have been fed the line 
No! You’re a girl. We come across people 
who don’t think sexism concerns them so 
they don’t think about it. To all those people 
who think that way, I'd like to say ‘take the 
time and look around’. 

—Matina Kottis, age 17 

The above is an excerpt from Sexist Seeds 
Grow Sexist Trees — a manual to get adoles- 
cents talking about sexism. The manual is 
part of a project to heighten young people’s 
awareness of sexism. You may have come 
across the Sexist Seeds troupe in your 
favourite park last summer, singing songs 
about sexual harassment or acting out scenes 
from pornographic magazines. Improvisational 
street theatre was one of the means they used 
to spread their message. They also produced 
a video to help others learn from their 
experiences. 

Outremont High School is a hotbed of 
activity for the centre. They have established 
peer tutoring and counsel programs enabling 
students to teach and to learn from one other 
in academic and personal matters. The influ- 
ence of educator Paolo Friere’s notion of 
popular education can be seen in these pro- 
jects. The idea is to help students to find allies 
who are peers. The success of this program is 
shown by improved scholastic performance 
of participating students and the fact that the 


pilot project in Outremont has now spread to 
five other high schools. 

The centre has also been active in the area 
of disarmament and development. Last year 
they produced an organizing manual called 
My Choice is Peace, which introduces readers 
to people and groups working for peace in the 
Montreal area. It focussed on women in the 
peace movement. As the Children for Peace 
explain in the book, disarmament and femin- 
ism share the goal of social equality: because... 
“if we feel equal with people, we don’t want to 
hurt or kill them”. 

The list of activities goes on, and the work 
of the 3rd Avenue Resource Centre is spread- 
ing slowly into the consciousness of the 
community. 7 

“We are concerned with changing the way 
things work in institutions and with helping 
people initiate changes in their own milieux”, 
said Beitel, “We don’t fool ourselves into 
thinking we’re not part of the problem. We’re 
dealing with the issues within ourselves, too.” 

The centre is located at 3668 St. Laurent 
Street, telephone: 849-2875. 
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Jacquie Charlton 
Christian Coutu 
Denis Cyr 
Cynthia Davis 
Paul Delva 


Julien Feldman 


life at 


Voting Staff 
he following have worked on six 


Tony Dobrowolski 
Jennifer Feinberg 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS 


FOR GAY AND LESBIAN 


FEATURE ISSUE WEDNESDAY MARCH 14. 


Luc Gervais 
Paul Gott 
Ian Halperin 
Karen Herland 
Ron Hiscox 
David Hunt 
Melanie Kerridge 
Christopher Kane 
Mary Lamey 
Magued Morcos 
Peter Schwenger 
Molly Shinhat 
Diane Tremblay 
Tu Thanh Ha 
Max Wallace 


r and are eligible to 
office in The Link 


The following must work on on 
more issue to be voting staff. 


Phil Coristine 


Patrice-Hans Perrier 


Not again 


We’re sorry. In our last issue we 
inadvertently referred to Adrian 


ww 


Chomenko as David Chomenko in 
our list of winners in the board of 
directors election. Sorry again and 
congratulations Adrian. 


¢ cordia Council on Student Life 


** 


ANNUAL AWARDS 


Request for nominations for the 
following: 
- OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION AWARDS (6) 


“Awarded annually when merited to: 


four undergraduate and two graduate students at Concordia University, for an 
outstanding contribution to student life”. 


. MEDIA AWARDS (3) 


“Presented when merited to a student of the University Commnity who is 
adjudged to have made an outstanding contribution through the media to student 


Concordia University”. 


. MERIT AWARDS (5) 


“Awarded annually when merited to individuals who have made an outstanding 
contribution to student life or services at Concordia University”. 


Nomination forms and information available from: 


Dean of Students Office 
Loyola Campus 


AD 129 


CUSA Office 
Loyola Campus 
6931 Sherbrooke St. W. 


NOMINATION DEADLINE - MARCH 26, 1984 


Dean of Students Office 
S.G.W. Campus 
Annex M - 2135 Mackay 


CUSA Office 
S.G.W. Campus 
H-637 


12:00 NOON 


The BritRail Youth Pass 
beats thumbing it 
hands down 


And if you purchase it before April, 
it costs only $117 - and you jave 12 
months in which to use it! 

If you’re under 26, you can go 
wherever you like, whenever you 
like, for 7 days. All through 
England, Scotland and Wales. All 
for only $117. 

You can go on clean, comfortable 
BritRail trains to over 2,000 
stations on 14,000 trains a day. 
Trains that go up to 125 m.p.h. 

Your Economy Class Youth 
Pass is your best way to travel 

long distances; and it’s your 
best way to take day trips 
from London to 
places like Bath, 
Cambridge 
and York. 


De votre F 8 VOYAGES 


cote! @ a CUTS 
The travel company of CFS 
VOYAGES CUTS MONTREAL 
McGill, Student Union Building 
514 849-9201 


Passes for 14-day, 21-day or 1 
month Youth passes are available 
for only $181, $229 or $269. Prices 
are valid through March 31, 1984, 
for travel anytime in the next 12 
months. (Prices higher after March 
31). 

You must purchase your 
BritRail Pass before you leave 
Canada. It is not sold in Britain. 


Call your TRAVEL CUTS office today 
for more information. 


YOU WALK A FEW BLOCKS 
WE SAVE YOU A FEW BUCKS 


QUICK PHOTOCOPY SERVICE 
COLLATING & 3 HOLE PUNCH INCL. 
BOUND BOOKS PHOTOCOPIED 

AS LOW AS 5¢ A COPY 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8:30 TO 6:00 
SATURDAY 10:00 TO 4:00 

908 SHERBROOKE WEST 

(FACING McGILL UNIVERSITY) 
844-5910 
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LET'S MAKE A DEAL 


_ STUDENTS 


HONG KONG STUDENTS FOR CANADEXPO "84 VOLUNTEERS: 
From May 17 to 20, 1984, the Government of Canada will 
host in Hong Kong one of its most significant trade exhibi- 
tions. Volunteers are needed for translation, interpretation, 
setting up exhibits, acting as local guides...etc. They will be 
the “good will Ambassadors” of CANADEXPO '84. Pay is 
nominal (only HK$50 per day) but forthose returning to Hong 


Kong for their summer vacation, being CANADEXPO VOLUN- 
TEER will be an unparallel experience: learning at first hand 
international trade, not to mention meeting lots of interesting 
people. For application write or call: CANADIAN UNIVERSITY 
ASSOCIATION (HONG KONG) c/o KAN, MARK & POON 
(Mrs. Angela Chan), 114 Elizabeth St., 8th Floor, Toronto, 
Ontario, MSG 1P7 (416) 977-1388. 


BIG GIVEAWAY CONTEST 
TO START IN FRIDAY’S 
EDITION OF THE LINK 


Exciting prizes will be won by Link readers who participate in the big 
Scrambled Names Contest which will be featured in the next three Friday 
editions of the Link. Readers may participate in the contest by patronizing’ 
merchants whose ads appear on the contest page. Rules are detailed on 
contest slips. 


Partial list of participating merchants: 
Restaurants:  Alphusli 
Restaurant Armando 
Centre du Curry 
La Bonne Terre-The Good Earth 


Fast Food 


Delivery: Dilallo Burger 
Printing: Bonaventure Printing 
Opticians: Taylor R.N. 


Soul Scissors Ltd. - 
The truly international salon 
Montreal Stereo & Video 


Salon Coiffure: 


Stereo: 


Books: The Double Hook 
Karate-Danse: Academie D’Art Phisique 
Pastry: Le Raffiné 
Entertainment: Hal’s Night Club 

Station 10 

The Rainbow Bar & Grill 


Cleaners: Nettoyeurs Excel 


The Scrambled Names Contest is produced and directed by Kenneth 
Orvis and Associated-Publicists. 
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Art, Culture and Fun 


Abuse: A Bit Hard To Swallow 


by Mary Lamey 

Abuse deals with three things that 
Fanny and Farley Filmgoer don’t 
want to hear about. Child abuse, 
homosexuality, and student film- 
making. Not to worry though, be- 
cause Fanny and Farley are not 
likely to seek out this film anyway. 

Abuse is the premiere presentation 
of Montreal’s newest alternative 
cinema, Le cinema du village, and if 
it is any indication of things to come, 
we may at last have a place to go to 
escape the commercial pap offered 
up in most of the city’s theatres. 

The story is quite simple. Larry 
Porter, played by Richard Ryder, isa 
master’s degree film student. He is 
making a documentary about child 
abuse. He wants to create something 
different, a film that not only talks 
about abuse, but which also tells the 
story of a child who is still being 
abused. Toward this end he meets 
Thomas, a 14 year old boy whose 


parents have beaten and burned 
him for most of his life. 

The two strike up a cautious 
friendship, but it isn’t until Thomas 
learns that Larry is gay, like himself, 
that he really allows himself to open 
up. The two meet surreptitiously 
every Sunday, to talk and film 
Thomas’ story. Eventually they fall 
in love. 

The big problem that most people 
will have with this film is the idea of a 
32 year old man going to bed witha 
14 year.old boy. The scene is dealt 
with very sensitively, but that is cold 
comfort. Larry is reminded again 
and again by his friends and col- 
leagues that he is tredding on danger- 
ous ground. What he is engaging in 
with Thomas is no less child abuse 
than what his parents do to him. 

Despite Thomas’ continued suffer- 
ing at home, Larry does not go to the 
police. His prime concern is to get 
the story on film. It is not until 


Thomas is badly scarred by his 
father that Larry makes a decision: 
He risks a great deal to help Thomas 
escape. To say more would give 
away the ending. 

Abuse is a strange film. Creator 
Arthur Brassen Jr. based the story 
somewhat on his own experience 
with a young boy. It is a very low 
budget looking film, but then again 
one can’t really imagine Hollywood 
backing a story like this. (Larry 
would have to kill himself, or turn to 
God in the Hollywood version.) Shot 
in grainy black and white with 16mm 
cameras, Abuse looks very much 
like a student’s film. The supporting 
performances are often wooden, the 
dialogue sometimes atrocious, and 
Raphael Sbarge as Thomas, though 
young is not 14, but the film is saved 
by the subject matter. 

Brassen has made a point of letting 
the audience in on the making of his 
character’s student film project. We 


An East-West Relationship 


by Dann Rogers 


My assignment during the Feb- 


ruary reading-week was to fly to 


Prague, Czechoslovakia and assess the 


market potential of sending groups of stu- 
dent tourists over there next summer. 
It seemed simple enough. The flight and accomod- 
ations were paid for and there was a guide to meet me 
and help with customs clearance and provide escort 
to a hotel. Meetings with the respective state-run 
tourist organizations were all arranged, and my 
control Alex, who runs the Loyola Student Info 
Centre, had briefed me and prepared all the 


questions to be asked. 


The travel agent part of my work not 
included on the job description was to 
check out the night life and see if there 


was any difference between commun- 
ist and capitalist boy-meets-girl sce- 
narios. This is the story of one of 


those scenarios. 


I cleared Czech customs at noon 
Saturday February 18 and was 
immediately hit-up to change Cana- 
dian dollars by the taxi driver who 
drove the guide and me to my hotel. 
The official currency exchange rate 
is 8.6 crowns (krn) per dollar. The 
going black market rate is approxi- 
mately double the official rate, so 20 
krns were being offered for one 
Canadian dollar. 

The Czech citizens pay so much 
for western.curréncy because it is 
their only medium to buy western 
goods like stereos and cosmetics. 
The only place to buy western goods 
is in the government-owned, duty- 
free stores called Tuzex shops. But 
Czech money is not accepted at 
these shops, only western currency 
is. The official way for Czechs to get 
their hands on western money is by 
having relatives who live abroad 
send them it. Changing money on 
the black market is illegal but the 
only place where there are no line- 
ups in Prague is at the official cur- 
rency exchange outlets. 

After exchanging my money, | 
stopped in at the Golden Tiger pub 
armed with 800 krns. A ¥ litre mug 


of 12 per cent draught Bud Weir 
beer costs three krns. 

About 100 krns and 20 new-found 
triends later, I flowed out of the pub 
with a-boozin’ buddy named Fritz 
and we poured ourselves into a taxi 
and headed for the local disco. 

Fritz had been in the Czech army 
in August 1968 when Brezhnev dis- 
patched 250,000 troops to crush 
the “Prague Spring.” He wasn’t 
interested in discussing that time of 
his life though. 

We arrived at a disco called the 


Admiral that was a dry-docked pas-: 


senger ship located on the bank of 
the Vitava river which flows through 
Prague. We bousht a bottle of cham- 
pagne for 80 krns and took turns 
making innocuous toasts to hockey, 
Munich beer halls, enchanting 
women, and the need for the indus- 
trial revolution to discover Czecho- 
slovakia. Although reputed to be 
one of the most industralized of the 
Soviet-bloc countries, -it was not 
evident in Prague. 

The evening was rolling along 
smoother than beer down an engi- 
neer’s throat, when all of a sudden! 
went and split it all by saying some- 


thing stupid like “I guess commies 
have mothers too, eh?” 


Fritz didn’t drink to that. He calmly 


‘ put down his drink, looked to the 


heavens, grabbed my throat and 
slammed me against the wall. “Listen 
idiot,” he said. “Out of 15 million 
people in Czechoslovakia there are 
about a million communist party 
members. They control all the key 
jobs and the country. To suggest 
that I or anyone else in this disco are 
communists is the worst insult you 
could possibly make. You’re going 
to get on a plane in a week and go 
back to your disneyland in Canada, 
none of us will ever leave. So let’s 
just get drunk, dance with some 
ladies and forget about the politics.” 

I gulped down a glass of cham- 
pagne, ordered another bottle, and 
resolved to restrict myself to the 
politics of dancing. 

There was a blonde seated by 
herself three tables away so! motion- 
ed her onto the dance floor and went 
into a Bohemian punk routine. 

Within 20 seconds, everyone else 
on the floor stopped dancing and 
were watching the ridiculous mating 
ritual being performed by this bizarre 
foreigner. 

They eventually came to the con- 
clusion that I was just as bad a 
dancer as they were, so we all settled 
into a collective grind while watching 
the Michael Jackson video, Thriller, 
on the t.v. screens surrounding the 
dance floor. 

Blanka and I danced for about an 
hour before we headed back to Fritz 
at the bar to replenish spent body 
fluids and requests he perform trans- 
lation services. 


Blanka is a part-time hair and face 
model when she is not working in a 
textile sweat shop producing cheap 
men’s clothing for a $150 a month 
salary. The monthly wage. ranges 
from $150 for virtually all workers to 
$500 for the head of state. 

Blanka took a couple of years of 
English in secondary school but for- 
gets most of it by now. But where 


get to see raw footage of interviews, 
and expert testimony and incredibly 
sickening photos of battered chil- 
dren. This sneaky introduction of 
the material does more to expose 
child than any “message” film ever 
could. 

One of the child abuse workers 
that Larry interviews in his film ex- 
plains that a battered child often 
learns to endure pain in order to 


receive a parent’s love and affection. 
Pain to get pleasure. That may well 
be the way to view this movie. 
Endure the pain of seeing a low 
budget offering in order to get the 
pay-off. There is not much pleasure 
to be had, but Abuse is worth seeing. 


Le cinema du village is located at 
1220 Ste. Catherine, near Beaudry 
metro. 


Student traveller and writer 
Dann Rogers narrates why he 
didn’t go skiing during study 
week and why the violins are 
still playing in his head. 


language barriers exist, animal mag- 
netism usually prevails. And for 
Blanka and me it was love at first 
bite. 

We didn’t have to worry about 
telling each other lies or trying to 
appear clever. Her laughing green 
eyes swept me far beyond the tainting 
smear of communism or repression, 
democratic-pluralism or old boy net- 
works, or any other system of inter- 
action designed by the emotionally- 
void. 

We finished another bottle of 
champagne, made arrangements to 
meet in Wenceslas square the next 
afternoon and then staggered the 
three kilometres back to my hotel. 

The next morning I was initiated 
into the dark side of the black mar- 
ket. While I was losing a Staring 
contest with some runny Czech 
fried eggs, two forty year-old native 
men entered the restaurant and sat 
at the table next to mine. One guy 
ordered a beer, the other a tonic 
water. They asked me where I was 
from and what my business was in 
Prague. Then, the tonic water man 
left and went downstairs to where 
the main lobby is. I finished breakfast 
and headed back downstairs to my 
room. At the foot of the stairs was a 
blackcat slot machine adorned with 
a photo of a slinky brunette in black 
tights. 

Mr. Tonic Water was lurking 
beside the machine and he motioned 
me over to him. He offered 31 krns 
to a dollar whereas the regular black 
market rate was only 20 krns. He 
was going to give me 1600 krns for 
$50 Cdn instead of the standard 
1000 krns. I should have suspected 
something, but hangovers have a 
way of minimizing mental maneuver- 
ability. 


He pulled three 500 krns notes 
out of his pocket which he then 
wrapped inside a 100 krns bill. But 
just before he put the money in my 
hand, he looked up quickly past my 
shoulder. I followed his glance and 
looked behind me at his friend who 
was walking past us. When turned 
around again, he shoved the roll of 
bills into my hand and took the $50 
from me. They disappeared immedi- - 
ately and I bought some post cards 
at the front desk. 

In my room I wrote a cute little 
post card to a friend of how he 
should keep plugging away for capi- 
talism to maintain those favorable 
exchange rates. Then I took the roll 
of bills out of my pocket, peeled off 
the top 100 krns note and found only 
three 10 krns bills instead of three 
500 krn ones. The great switcheroo 
had obviously taken place when I 
looked over my shoulder at Mr. 
Tonic Water’s friend. 

I tried to get angry but there was 
still enough money to last another 
two months and I was leaving in five 
days. Writing it off as a contribution 
to the struggling Czech economy, I 
hopped the 5 cents-a-ride tramcar 
and headed downtown to meet 
Blanka. 

Wenceslas square is the hub of 
modern Prague and was constructed 
under. the rule of the Holy Roman 
Emperor Charles IV, in 1348. It is a 
melange of gothic Cathedrals, art 
galleries, textile shops, expensive 
restaurants, cheap pubs and lots of 
stores plastered with signs commem- 
orating the communist party take- 
over in February 1948. 

Blanka met me with a huge smile, 
a Czech-English translation book 
and an itineray of all the sights we 


Continued on page 12 
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The Red Dream Book 


by Erin Scullion 

Since the release of Reds, people 
in North America have realized that 
communists from our past were just 
folks. Merrily Weisbord explains why 
in her book, The Strangest Dream. 

It is a book about people who had 
just that, a strange dream. They 
were Montrealers during the 30s, 
40s and 50s who saw the Communist 
Party as the panacea to end injustice, 
inequality and thus unemployment 
and poverty. 

“They were warm, concerned, 
decent human beings. They made a 
decision that meant doing things 
together, learning, taking chances. 
Everyone had the same type of 
feeling,” says Weisbord. 

And they were communists. Reds. 
Words that evoked feelings of hatred, 
paranoia and hysteria. 

They — including Weisbord’s 
parents — fought for civil rights, 
struggled to organize unions, and 
demonstrated in the face of police 
brutality. Some even went to Spain 
to fight an unsuccessful battle during 
the 30s against fascism in the Spanish 
Civil War. 

Weisbord, a 41-year-old native 
Montrealer, shows conern that her 
book might be misunderstood. She 
wanted to reveal the human side, 
the plight behind the people who 
had embraced communism: 

It is 1932 and Montreal is in the 
throes of a deep depression with 
thousands out of work. There is no 
welfare system, no unemployment 
insurance cheques and there is no 
hope. 

Ten thousand people have joined 
Fred Rose — later to become the 
only Communist Party member to 
be elected to the House of Commons 
— and 100-odd other communists 
who have taken to the streets to 
protest the cold-blooded killing by a 
policeman, of a jobless worker. 

The police had just evicted Nick 
Zynchuk from his home and when 
he attempted to retrieve his meagre 
possessions, he was shot in the 
back. 


“I was trying to show that they 


had joined the party for moral rea- 
sons. They had a feeling that they 
could change things, a sense of 
community. They were fighting 
motherhood issues,” Weisbord says, 
as she pulls her hand through her 
short black hair. 

And these are the people about 
whom Weisbord writes, “I wanted to 
understand my parents and the ethos 
in which I was raised.” 


The research and writing of her 
book took six years and included 
the examination of Royal Commis- 
sion transcripts, court documents 
— from the spy trials that convicted 
Communist Party members of pass- 
ing classified information to the Rus- 
sians — the diaries and biographies 
of Mackenzie King; and interviews 
with ex-party members, that is, those 
who would even talk to her. 

She also travelled to Poland to 
meet with Fred Rose who had been 
convicted of conspiracy in 1946 dur- 
ing the post-war spy trials and sen- 
tenced to six years in St. Vincent de 
Paul Penitentiary. 

Rose, who had been a key figure 
in the Communist Party, left Canada 
shortly after his release from prison 
because of harassment. 

He had been denied re-entry to 
Canada twice and died last year in 
exile. 


Her research did not include 
examining the official transcripts of 
Rose’s trial. These mysteriously dis- 
appeared long ago from the official 
Archives. 

Weisbord leans forward to light 
yet another cigarette and explains 
other problems she encountered 
while doing research for her book. 

“] had a fair amount of trouble 
getting people to talk. I had to con- 
vince, cajole and convince. The peo- 
ple involved had never, never, talked 
to anyone before. 

“Some talked because of trust,” 
she related, “and others because 
they were so frustrated and angry.” 

And still others simply would not 
talk. For them the memories of red- 
baiting, of the stigma attached to 
being a communist — especially 
during the spy trials — and the 
betrayal of their leaders, was too 
painful. 

Weisbord is tiny, almost demure 
and is dressed in black save for an 
open rose-colored shirt. Her 10- 
year-old daughter, Anna, appears in 
the doorway and Weisbord’s atten- 
tion is momentarily diverted. 

Smiles from both affirm the situa- 
tion is in hand and Anna disappears. 
The conversation resumes. 

“I was bought up in a home of 
communism until | was 14 when 
Khrushchev’s denunication of Stalin 
ended my parent’s committment to 
the party.” 


“Surely you’re allowed to 
read whatever the hell you 
want.” 


In February, 1956, Khrushchev’s 
exposure of Stalin’s murderous reign 
spelled the end of the vitality of the 
Communist Party in Canada. 

“At that time I can remember 
Elvis Presley and blue suede shoes 
and feeling very disappointed in my 
father because he didn’t have the 
answers anymore.” 

Weisbord says that she was not 
taught Marxism — somewhat of a 
contradiction considering her 14- 
year exposure to the influence of a 
communist home — and that she 
does not “support or embrace Soviet 
communism.” 

But she does believe that “com- 
munism and left-wing socialism has 
forced laissez-faire capitalism into 
modifying itself.” She also feels that 
North Americans particularly, “need 
to open their minds to different 
forms of thought.” 


She herself has travelled to India . 


to study eastern consciousness and 
later turned to feminist literature, 
“trying to find out who I was.” 
Weisbord has a background in 
broadast journalism, and writes for 
radio, television, films and print. She 
is currently writing a short-story 
about the coming of age of a 19-year- 
old — she has a 20-year-old daughter 
— and adds, “I might do a piece on 
the black list for an American paper, 
the issue is bigger in the States.” 
Weisbord recently contributed to 


‘a CBC Journal Report on Canadians 


who are banned from entering the US 
because of supposed communist con- 
nections. 

Their names have been placed on 
what is referred to as “The Black 
List”. 

According to Weisbord, “people 
who even read a Marxist newspaper 


Or magazine got put on the list. 
Surely you’re allowed to read what- 
ever the hell you want.” 

Weisbord laughs when she is ask- 
ed, “how has the book changed 


par Elie Castiel 

En 1973, avec La grande Bouffe, 
Marco Ferreri jetait son dévolu sur 
la puissante société de consomma- 
tion. Sur le plan visuel, son regard 
jugé trop provocateur scandalisa 
une partie de la critique et la plupart 
des spectateurs. Depuis lors, ses 
dénigrements de homme et de ses 
valeurs traditionnelles ont pris un 
ton moins acerbe, mais non pour le 
moins critique. 

L’histoire de Piera est l'un de ces 
films qu’on ne peut raconter. Une 
suite d’anecdotes relatant l’histoire 
de Piera, d’enfant (Bettina Gruhn) a 
jeune fille (Isabelle Huppert). Prise 
entre une mére (Hanna Schygulla) 
un peu folle et libertaire, et un pére 
(Marcello Mastroiani) vaguement 
marxiste et un peu indulgent, elle 
fera son éducation a coups d’expé- 
riences amoureuses. 

A travers histoire de “trois” 
femmes (l'enfant, la jeune fille et la 
mére), Ferreri nous entraine, cette 
fois-ci pudiquement, dans le monde 
des tabous (enfance et sexualité, 
inceste) et celui des mythes originels 
et ses conflits fondamentaux (cul- 


_ ture, nature, guerre entre les sexes). 


Bien que son regard soit imprégné 
d’une dose de désolation, Ferreri 
nous apporte, dans cette “fable 
visionnaire” l’espoir d’un avenir, 
’émergence d’une humanité mu- 
tante, une nouvelle facon d’étre et 
de laisser étre. 


you?” “Well,” she says, “I now know 
more about politics, about beliefs in 
romantic causes, and the discipline 
and process of writing. You know, 
how fools rush in...” 


Vhistoire de 


Devant le sérieux de son propos, 
le cinéaste manie la caméra avec 
insistance: images d’une ville fant6me 
(la solitude humaine), un théatre fou 
(la folie de ’homme), un manége 
perdu, signe d’un monde qui tourne 
tantét a l’endroit, tantdt a l’envers, 
et finalement, la mer, symbole de 
lespoir et de la purification. 

Hanna Schygulla, tout comme 
Isabelle Huppert, A force de subti- 
lités, de folie maitrisée et d’emballe- 
ments contrdélés, nous donnent a 
vivre une turbulente hoistoire d’a- 
mour appuyée par une mise en 
scéne détailée. Dans ce film sur la 
condition humaine, on y sent de la 
part de l’auteur un mélange d’hu- 
mour noir et d’excés, de dérision et 
de provocation. 
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Although it seems possible that 
the essnce of Weisbord is buried 
somewhere within her book, she 
says simply, “I told everything | 
learned.” 


pe 

Chantre invétéré de la civilisation 
apocalyptique, Ferreri s’est donné 
pour tache de montrer l’étre humain 
avec toutes ses tares, tares dont 
Porigine se perd dans la nuit des 
temps. Au Ferreri-metteur en scéne, 
javoue préférer celui de conteur. 
Sa réalisation baroque, se présentant 
comme un amalgame d'images sur- 
réalistes pourrait traduire l’univers 
de ses propres fantasmes. Ainsi, le 
cinéma de Ferreri, tout comme celui 
de Woody Allen, deviendrait un outil 
de psychanalyse de soi, au dépens 
du spectateur qui doit payer le prix 
du billet...mais cela n’enléve rien a 
son talent. 

L’histoire de Piera est présentement 
a Paffiche du cinéma Le Dauphin. 
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by Jim Carruthers 

If you go to a CUSA board of directors meeting expecting to 
be entertained, forget. it. It is an overworked cliché that 
politicians are clowns and their meetings are circuses. CUSA 
board of directors are something even more foolish and 

worrying, they are corporate middle management, an apolitical 
politburo. 

It is a long held mis-understanding that an organization such 
as CUSA is set up to organize and protect students rights and 
act as a collective voice in the university in a similar manner toa 
trade union. That is how it started, but it has changed. 

For a lot of people the public image of McDonalds is a bouncy 
guy in a clown suit, but the reality is a group of business suited 
figures sitting in a board room directing a large corporation. 

When one attends a CUSA board of directors meeting, 
though few students and directors choose to do so, there are no 
clowns, no debate, arguments or discussions, there is just the 
atmosphere of corporate repression and reactionary thought. 

At Friday’s meeting, observers got to hear about regulations, 
legislation, insurance policies, bureaucracy, reports and com- 
mittees, but there were few words about principles, ideals, 
political stands, debate, discussion or democracy. 

To keep the masses happy, so that the organizers can 
organize in peace, there was some concern about making sure 
that the beer bashes, the Canadian University equivalent of 
bread and circuses or Huxley’s Soma, were efficiently run. 

Don’t get me wrong, I like drinking beer, listening to live 
entertainment or talking with friends, but I feel insulted that 
student corporate controllers think that beer bashes are the 
only thing on students minds, other than sitting in class and 
being passively educated. 

Our student government has become nothing more than the 
amateur hour for corporate management, a scaled down 
version of university administration. 

They have gleaned many of the important lessons from the 
business world: cover your ass, don’t say anything somebody 
else disagrees with, if somebody says something that disagrees 
with the hierarchy, help everybody else suppress them, worry 
about details unless it becomes more essential to your advance- 
ment to ignore them, if it seems practical not to think about 
things, don’t, and remember, self-interest is the only interest 
found outside of banks. 

The corporate consumerist philosophy which runs CUSA is 
only symptomatic of the generally reactionary, repressive trend 
which our society is undergoing. Our universities have been 
turned into factories for the mind and upper class trade schools, 
television is discovering that there seems to be no bottom to the 
lowest common denominator, pop music is campaigning to end 
discrimination against the rich, the commercial press is saying 
that problems would go away if we didn’t write about them so 
much, and image will get you a lot farther than ideas or talent. 

Universities were once considered realms where freedom of 
thought and expression were the foundations of an education. 
Now the powers that be in the university and student admin- 
istration have decided that freedom of thought and expression 
are dangerous and would lead to allowing the wrong type of 
people to participate in democracy; which in their view should 
be nothing more than casting a vote. So cast your votes and 
pick the most organized managers to run your life, so you don’t 
have to run it yourself. 

You may wonder what this has to do with Art, Culture and 
Fun and the answer is plenty. Entertainment is more than just 
sitting around getting blotto on cheap beer that keeps you in 
line after a hard day at the brain factory. You are immersed in 
your culture and your art and fun are crucial parts of it. Who 
wants to be immersed in shit? 


“What are you doing,” I asked D.W., who was busy scribbling 
in at rat-eared note book. 

“Writing words to live, buy, breathe, abuse, hope, vilify, end 
fear,” said LaCoste, taking a swig from his glass and wiping his 
funny nose on his sleeve. “I am thinking to going on a sabbatical, 
and you might want something to read when you get discour- 
aged, or can’t bear to tell people that it’s creative white space.” 
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Continued from page 9 


could see in as short a time as 
possible. After about three hours of 
walking around the beautiful and 
enchanting parts of old Prague, 
which was built when the Romans 
and not the Russians, were repress- 
ing the Czechs and the Slovaks, we 
decided to stop for coffee. 


I started a little discussion with the 
patrons over the quality of Canadian 
hockey which inevitably disintegrat- 
ed intoa debate over Prime Minister 
Trudeau and his peace initiative. 
There was unanimous consent 
among the people! met that Trudeau 
is the best thing to ever hit modern 
politics. They also fervently believed 
that Canada is the closest thing to 
Paradise Lost left in this world. 
Czechs and Slovaks first started 
emigrating to Canada in the 1860s 
and settled mainly in Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. 


We ended our tour of the city and 
headed back to my hotel restaurant 
for supper. As we walked past the 
front desk to deposit our coats in my 
room, Blanka was stopped. The 
desk clerk asked for her passport 


and reason for going to my room. - 


Then the clerk wrote down all the 
information in a large book which 
contained the names of all room 
occupants and comments on any 
guests they had. Blanka: explained 
that this was just routine security 
checks but someone else I met said 
it could have been a method of 
enforcing the anti-prostitution law in 
Czechoslovakia. 


Blanka had to leave the restaurant 
at 21.30h because her work day 
started at 7h, so after seeing her off, I 
went to the restaurant bar for what 
was to become a ritual couple of 
nightcaps with two British electronics 
technicians also staying there. 

Monday, February 20, was my big 
business day. I met the official repre- 
sentatives of the people’s committee 
to ensure enjoyment and laughter. 
We worked out a couple of different 
tour packages for students, athletes 
and ailing elderly folks. 

I met Blanka at 16h and we went 
to get our photographs taken at one 
of the local studios. When asked 
how long the processing would take 
she pointed out the answer in the 
translation book. She meant to say 
in one month but-the expression in 
the book was once in a blue moon. 

After that, we had a long leisurely 
dinner until about 21h which cost $9 
and then she went home and! met 
the Englishmen in the bar. 
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The next day I wandered around 
admiring the churches, museums, 
and various odes to adventuristic 
architecture which dot Prague. While 
walking, I wondered about my feel- 
ings for Blanka which were really 
starting to confuse me. | knew little 
of her yet when she was around she 
touched-off emotions I seldom used. 
I tried to rationaize away any notions 
of love by explaining to myself that I 
felt guilty because such a beautiful 
woman should be denied sharing all 
her warmth and sincerity with the 
world by politicians and! was power- 
less to help her. 

No matter what my real feelings, | 


was going home in three days and 


decided to do something special for 
her. Since she was a part-time model 
and particualrly fond of make-up, I 
decided to break a life-long vow and 
buy cosmetics for a woman. I had 
the privilege of taking this vow in one 
of my more revolutionary-utopic 
moments. I blame advertising, con- 
sumerism and make-up as the root 
causes of alienation, yet for Blanka, 
cosmetics seem to be her one plea- 
sure, her one tool to artificially 
escape the repression ‘that is her 
reality. 


Sol pocketed my bourgeois prin- 
ciples and we went on a shopping 
spree at the local Tuzex cosmetics 
outlet. She bought various French 
perfumes and an assortment of face 
goop which totaled $30. She was on 
cloud nine for the rest of the night 
and took me up there with her. 

From our conversation that even- 
ing, I got the impression that she 
wanted to emigrate from Czechoslo- 
vakia, but she knew that since she 
didn’t have much money, and was 
not the escaping type, she was 
doomed to eke out her existence in 
the cold gray ambiance of totalitarian 
repression. Her plight reminded me 
of the young woman in Gorky Park, 
a beautiful woman trapped by ugly 
politics. 

The next morning, Wednesday 
February 21, my last full day in 
Prague, was spent tying up the loose 
ends of the tour business and in 
conducting an informal survey of 
what the locals thought of Andro- 
pov’s death. 

One student said they despised 
Andropov for his role in the 1968 
crackdown since he had just been 
appointed head of the KGB, yet 
when he became head of Russia last 
year, his anti-corruption policies re- 
flected favorably on Czechoslovakia. 
Some other students said it didn’t 
matter who the politburo chose to 
succeed Andropov, since Czecho- 
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slovakia was destined to remain a 
buffer state or front-line battleground 
against the west. One of the stu- 
dents said the Russian build-up of 
military power in Czechoslovakia in 
1968 was for two reasons. The first is 
that Russia anticipated a German ' 
and American attack via Austria. 
Secondly, Czechoslovakia produces 
about 80 per cent of the conventional 
military weapons for all the Soviet- 
bloc countries and there is no way 
the Russians will jeopardize their 
ammunitions supply by allowing any 
liberalization in Blanka’s country. 


After a quiet dinner that night, 
Blanka headed home and I went 
back to my hotel for a final blow-out 
with the two Englishmen who were 
also leaving for home ‘the next 
afternoon. 


At 3h I crawled off to bed and 
expired. In what seemed like only 
seconds afterwards, I was awakened 
by the smell of Blanka’s perfume 
filling my nostrils. I pried open my 
bloodshot eyes and beheld the radi- 
ant beauty that had brought so 
many more contradictions into my 
life. She had taken the day off work 
to wake me up and take me to the 
airport. 


We got to the airport 30 minutes 
before take-off and the clerks were 
all freaking out because they usually 
let nobody through after 40 minutes 
before departure. In the confusion 
that followed over passport clear- 
ance and baggage checking, Blanka 
and I only had time for a quick hug 
anda shared tear. I looked back and 
waved as the guards ushered me 
into the appropriate waiting area. 
Predictably, the plane was delayed 
for about an hour. 

While waiting, I struck up a con- 
versation with a 65 year-old Alaskan 
halibut fisherman who just returned 
from a two-month trek through the 
Himalayas. While we discussed the 
virtues and finer points of true-travel- 
ling, an army officer approached and 
bid me follow him. 

He led me to where Blanka was 
standing in a lounge separated from 
the passengers waiting area by a 
glass wall running the whole length 
of the room from the floor to the 
ceiling. 

We stared and smiled at each 
other for probably the last time in 
our lives. I pressed my palm against 
the glass wall and then growled like 
the little bear she nicknamed me. 
When my flight was finally called, I 
pressed my lips against the wall and 
said good-bye. 


